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The Statistical Council of the Republic of Macedonia
having considered
the Report on the work of the State Statistical Office in 2011,
at its second session on 4 July 2012,
gave the following
OPINION
“The Statistical Council of the Republic of Macedonia
accepts and supports the Report on the work of the State Statistical Office in 2011.
At the same time, the Statistical Council considers that the State Statistical Office
needs to receive support regarding the human and financial resources that are
necessary for the execution of its activities.”

President of the Statistical Council
of the Republic of Macedonia
Prof. Blagoja Markoski, PhD

MISSION AND VISION OF THE STATE STATISTICAL OFFICE

The mission of the State Statistical Office is to produce and disseminate official statistical data
on the Macedonian economy and society as a basis for the process of decision making, based
on relevant information.
Published statistical data must be accurate, timely, unbiased, accessible and easy to use.
The vision of the State Statistical Office is to be recognised as an institution that provides quality,
timely and internationally comparable statistical data
.
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Foreword
The Annual Report on the work of the State Statistical

method of interviewing via computer was introduced:

Office (SSO) represents an overview of the activities and

computer - assisted telephone interviewing and

achievements of the institution, as well as the novelties

computer - assisted personal interviewing; data were

introduced in 2011.

published on economic accounts for agriculture at

In accordance with the Programme for Statistical
Surveys 2008-2012, the State Statistical Office
conducted all statistical surveys as planned. In 2011,

constant prices for the period 2006-2009, and two
surveys were conducted – Structure of Earnings Survey
and Continuing Vocational Training Survey.

the State Statistical Office also adopted the Strategic

The Report on the work of the State Statistical

Plan 2012-2014, defining the goals and activities of

Office has been prepared with the aim to inform the

priority for the institution in the next three-year period.

collaborators in the country and abroad, the statistical

In 2011, the State Statistical Office coordinated the
activities for including the country in the Special Data
Dissemination Standard (SDDS) of the International

data users, analysts, researchers, reporting units and
other stakeholders about the work and the results of the
SSO.

Monetary Fund. This standard is recommended to

We hope that this report, with its concept and content,

countries that seek access to international capital

meets its objective by giving a complete picture of

markets in the dissemination of economic and financial

the working and activities of the institution aimed at

data to the public, in accordance with IMF’s principles

continuous development of the statistical system of the

of comparability and timeliness. On 21 November 2011,

Republic of Macedonia.

the Republic of Macedonia became part of the Special
Data Dissemination Standard of the International
Monetary Fund.

Blagica Novkovska, MSc
Director-General

The process of harmonisation of Macedonian statistics
with EU standards continued in 2011 too. The SSO
implemented the recommendations of the Statistical
Office of the European Communities (Eurostat), as well
as the recommendations of the European Commission’s
Light Peer Review of the progress in the implementation
of the Code of Practice.
As part of this process, the State Statistical Office
introduced several novelties in its work and established
new surveys. For example, in social statistics, a new
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Abbreviations:
SSO

State Statistical Office

EU

European Union

IPA

Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance

Eurostat

Statistical Office of the European Communities

IMF

International Monetary Fund

ESS

European Statistical System

ESMS

European Standard for Reference Metadata Exchange

CAF

Common Assessment Framework

IT

Information technology

MS ISA

Microsoft Security and Acceleration Server

eDamis

Electronic Data files Administration and Management Information System

eWA

eDAMIS Web Application

eWP

eDAMIS Web Portal

eWF

eDAMIS Web Forms

NKD Rev.2 National Classification of Activities Rev. 2
SDMX	

Statistical Data and Metadata Exchange (eXchange)

GDP

Gross Domestic Product

FISIM

Financial Intermediation Services Indirectly Measured

SILC

Survey on Income and Living Conditions

RDS

Regional Departments for Statistics

NIP

Nomenclature of Industrial Products

CPA

Classification of Products by Activity

ISO

International Organisation for Standardisation

NPAA

National Programme for Adoption of the Acquis

SMIS+

Statistical Management Information System

FADN

Farm Accountancy Data Network

SEC

State Election Commission

LFS

Labour Force Survey

HBS	Household Budget Survey
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SDDS

Special Data Dissemination Standard

CATI

Computer-Assisted Telephone Interviewing

CAPI

Computer-Assisted Personal Interviewing
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Strategic goals of the State
Statistical Office
In 2011, the State Statistical Office adopted the Strategic
Plan for the period 2012-2014, paying attention to the
fulfilment of four priorities:

1. Harmonisation of statistics in accordance with
the EU standards
The top objectives are: preparation of the Five-Year
Statistical Programme 2013-2017; further harmonisation of statistical surveys with EU methodologies;
implementation of the Light Peer Review recommendations for applying the European Statistics Code of
Practice; data transmission to Eurostat through the
single data entry point; establishing and maintaining a
centralised metadata warehouseи.

4. Strengthening the cooperation and communication with users, continuous measurement of user
needs and satisfaction, and strengthening the
confidence in statistics
The top objectives are: easy user access to official
statistical data; reducing the time period from data
collection to data publishing; preparing statistical products
according to users’ expectations; implementation of the
policy for access to anonymised microdata for scientific
and research purposes.

2. Strengthening the coordination of the National
Statistical System

5. Strengthening the institutional capacity of the
State Statistical Office

The top objectives are: further strengthening the role of
the State Statistical Office as coordinator of the National
Statistical System; support in strengthening the capacity
of authorised bearers in the National Statistical System
through trainings in certain areas of common interest;
signing memoranda and protocols of cooperation,
participation in joint projects and more efficient
distribution of competences with other authorised
bearers in the National Statistical System.

The top objectives are: sustainability and improvement
of the capacities of human and technical resources;
strengthening the capacities for working processes
management; strengthening the capacities for EU
negotiations; rational utilisation of available financial
assets, including the pre-accession funds.

3. Strengthening the cooperation with providers of
data and bearers of administrative data sets
The top objectives are: raising awareness of the
significance of official statistics; inclusion of the State
Statistical Office in the process of creating and updating
the administrative data sets; reducing respondent
burden.

ANNUAL REPORT 2011

For achieving the planned priorities and objectives of the
Strategic Plan, several programmes were defined: Sector
Statistics; Improvement of Statistical Infrastructure;
Strengthening the Cooperation and Communication
with Users, Continuous Measurement of User Needs
and Satisfaction, and Strengthening the Confidence in
Statistics; and Strengthening the Coordination of the
National Statistical System. The implementation of all
programmes requires the engagement of appropriate
human and financial resources, while the rate of their
execution is defined in the Programme Implementation
Plan, which is a constituent part of the Strategy.
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Role of the State Statistical Office
The State Statistical Office is an independent expert
organisation whose competencies and scope of work
are regulated by the Law on Organisation and Operation
of the State Administration Bodies (“Official Gazette of
the Republic of Macedonia” No. 58/00, No. 44/02 and
No. 82/08) and the Law on State Statistics (“Official
Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” No. 54/97, No.
21/07 and No. 51/11).
In accordance with the Law on State Statistics, the State
Statistical Office, on a scientific basis, provides the
state administration bodies, the local self-government,
the business entities, the public enterprises, the public
services and other users with information on the
conditions and movements of the national economy,
human resources, demography, protection of the
environment and other areas.
The State Statistical Office is responsible for producing
official statistics in the Republic of Macedonia and, at
the same time, is coordinator of the statistical system in
the Republic of Macedonia.
Following its role, the SSO:

• determines users’ needs through regular meetings,
and updates the surveys accordingly,
8

• sets out priorities in a time frame by constantly making
efforts to give back timely statistical information to
users,

• organises the staff in order to respond to new
challenges and user needs.
The State Statistical Office pays special attention to
statistical data confidentiality. The data gathered from
the reporting units represent confidential data, used for
statistical purposes only and published as aggregated
data.
The State Statistical Office, as coordinator of the
statistical system, by cooperating with the participants
in the system ensures:

• data collection with different approaches for obtaining comparable statistical information by using
unified statistical infrastructure – classifications, nomenclatures and indicators;

• eliminating duplicity in data collection, thus decreasing the burden on data providers;

• increasing the confidence in the SSO by applying
standards and unified approaches in statistical data
dissemination.
ANNUAL REPORT 2011

The SSO develops its activities by upholding the main

The Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia adopted

principles of the European Statistics Code of Practice

the Law on Amending the Law on State Statistics and it

(neutrality,

was published in the Official Gazette of the Republic of

objectivity,

professional

independence,

reliability, statistical confidentiality and rationality).

Macedonia No. 51/2011 in April 2011. The amendments

The State Statistical Office develops, produces and

to the Law were made for the purpose of harmonisation

disseminates statistics in accordance with the following

with Regulation (EC) No. 223/2009 of the European

quality

Parliament and of the Council, particularly with respect

criteria:

relevance,

accuracy,

timeliness,

punctuality, accessibility and clarity, coherence and

to:

comparability (at national and international level).

• fundamental principles of official statistics,

The State Statistical Office is coordinator of the

• quality criteria,

international cooperation in statistics. In that regard, the
Office makes significant efforts towards harmonising the
national statistical system with the statistical systems of
EU countries, for the purpose of meeting users’ needs
in the country and abroad by providing comparable
statistical data.

• application of passive confidentiality,
• emphasising the role of the State Statistical Office as
coordinator of the statistical system of the country,
both in domestic and international conditions,

• implementation of the European Statistics Code of
Practice in the work of the SSO,

1. STATISTICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
For achieving high quality results of official statistics,
the existence of an appropriate infrastructure is of great
importance

• reduction of fines by 30%,
• minimum professional requirements to be met by
the person appointed for Director or Deputy Director
of the SSO,

• conditions that guarantee production of quality and
objective statistical data.

1.1. Administrative capacities

The State Statistical Office of the Republic of Macedonia,

Ensuring coherent statistical implementation of EU

and the Ministry of Finance, successfully passed the

standards in various sectors and the existence of a
sound statistical infrastructure are of great importance.

as a coordinator, in a joint activity with the National Bank
observing period for subscribing to the Special Data
Dissemination Standard (SDDS) of the International

In this sense, the State Statistical Office defined its

Monetary Fund and provided updated information for

values and goals in the Strategic Plan 2012-2014, which

the National Summary Data Page. This standard serves

was adopted by the Executive Board on 22 November

to guide countries that have, or that might seek, access

2011 and supported by the Statistical Council. This is

to international capital markets in the dissemination of

a basic document containing the main activities to be

economic and financial data to the public.

performed in the upcoming period in order to achieve

The national metadata for the SDDS have been updated

harmonisation of national statistics with EU legislation.

and verified and posted on the IMF’s Dissemination

For the purpose of promoting the implementation of the

Standards Bulletin Board – DSBB website.

European Statistics Code of Practice, the SSO published

In December 2011, the State Statistical Office conducted

the Code translated into Macedonian language (revised
version) on the website.
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the third self-assessment according to the Common
Assessment Framework (CAF).
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1.1.1. Human resources
The State Statistical Office adopted a new Rulebook on
Internal Organisation of the Office in November 2011 in
accordance with its competences defined by law and
the Regulation on Internal Organisation of the State
Administration Bodies (“Official Gazette of the Republic
of Macedonia” No. 93/00 and 14/02). The Rulebook has
been adopted for the purpose of further harmonisation
of the organisational setup of the Office in order to
best focus human resources towards accomplishing
the primary activity of the Office and the established
strategic goals.
According to the Rulebook, the Office performs
its competences through seven sectors and 36
departments.
The number of employees at the State Statistical
Office, as at 31 December 2011, was 269 persons. The
central Office employs 186 people, while the regional
departments 83 people.
Graph 1. Number of employees at the SSO,
by location and gender
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During 2011, one new person was employed at the
Office according to NPAA. During 2011, 8 persons
left the Office for various reasons, 4 of which due to
retirement.
Graph 2.
Number of employees at the SSO, by location and age

Graph 3. Number of employees at the SSO,
by location and education
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1.1.2.Organisational Scheme of the SSO
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1.1.3. Professional training of employees
The State Statistical Office pays great attention to
the development of human resources by continuous
development of employees’ abilities and skills. This is in
close relation to the establishment of a culture of quality,
integrity and professionalism. In this direction, the
SSO recognised the need for continuous training of its
employees in order to respond to the increased demand
for statistical data in accordance with international
standards.

Graph 4.
Event participation of SSO staff, by type of event

In 2011, 2 persons from the SSO participated in 2
international conferences, 28 persons in 26 Eurostat
meetings and 5 persons in 3 other international meetings.
Also, 446 persons from the SSO attended 100 external
trainings. One person from the SSO participated in a
several-month traineeship at Eurostat.
In 2011, the SSO presented itself with 12 presentations
at international events.
In accordance with the training plan, the SSO continued
with the practice of organising lectures given by the
employees themselves. During 2011, a total of 4 internal
trainings were held, which were attended by a total of 77
persons, or 26 persons per training on average. Of them,
3 were generic and one was specialised training. The
topics of the trainings were: Statistical Farm Register
and typology of agricultural holdings, functioning and
future activities of the Library at the SSO, and MS
Access.

Graph 5. Participation in events, by sectors

12

ANNUAL REPORT 2011

1.1.4. Executive Board of the SSO

In 2011, the Executive Board held 14 sessions in total,
during which consideration was given to several mate-

The Executive Board of the SSO is an expert advisory
body to the Director of the State Statistical Office. The
members of the Board are the Director of the SSO, the
Deputy Director and the heads of sectors. As part of
performing its functions in accordance with the Rules
of Procedure, the Executive Board adopts working
conclusions, opinions, recommendations, etc.
The Board considers and gives opinions on:

• Draft Programme for Statistical Surveys – five-

rials in the area of state statistics, including materials
related to the preparation, organisation and execution
of the Census of Population, Households and Dwellings
2011.
1.1.5. Budget of the State Statistical Office
The total budget of the SSO in 2011 was 743.274.000
denars, of which 143.274.000 denars for performing

year, and annual proposals for amendments to the
Programme;

the regular activities, while 600.000.000 denars for

• Annual Work Programme of the Office;
• Draft estimate of funds required for the following year

Dwellings in the Republic of Macedonia in 2011. With

conducting the Census of Population, Households and
the Decision on reallocation among budget users of

and Annual Financial Report for the previous year;

the central government and the funds of the Budget of

• Strategic Plan of the Office and other strategic

the Republic of Macedonia for 2011 (Official Gazette

documents;

• Grants, international projects and programmes;
• Policies, procedures and issues related to the work
of the Office;

No. 128/2011), the total budget of the SSO amounted
to 491.374.000 denars, of which 145.374.000 denars
for regular activities, and 346.000.000 denars for
conducting the Census of Population, Households and

• Annual Report of the Office;
• Instruments for statistical surveys to be adopted

Dwellings in the Republic of Macedonia in 2011. The

by the Government of the Republic of Macedonia
(classifications, nomenclatures, regulations, etc.);

Government of the Republic of Macedonia about the

• International statistical cooperation of the Office,

of the SSO for performing regular activities in 2011, in

and

State Statistical Office submitted a special report to the
approved and realised funds for the Census. The budget
comparison with the previous year, was reduced by

Other issues of interest for the work of the Office, raised
by a member of the Board.

8.54% (excluding funds approved for census activities
for 2010 and 2011).

Graph 6. Budget funds for regular activities of the SSO in 2011,
compared to 2010
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The largest portion of SSO’s budget for regular activities

analyses, recommendations, advice and information

(62.3%) was allocated to the Programme for Statistical

on the reviewed activities, in order to contribute to the

Surveys. The reduction in the budget in 2011, compared

improvement of SSO’s work.

to 2010, was due to the decrease in the Programme

In the course of 2011, internal auditors performed five

– Administration by 4.36% and the Programme for

audits for which they prepared auditor’s reports, based

Statistical Surveys by 8.53%. The required funds for

on the strategic plans, the internal audit annual plan and

national co-financing of the institutional pre-accession

the plans for individual audits, in accordance with the

assistance – IPA Multi-Beneficiary Programme, were

International Standards for the Professional Practice of

not provided in the approved budget for 2011.

Internal Auditing.
In 2011, the Annual Report on the performed audits and

1.1.6. Internal audit
In the SSO, internal audit functions as an independent,
objective assurance and consulting activity, in order to
determine whether adequate policies and procedures
are applied, whether the regulations and the established
standards are implemented, whether the resources are
used in an efficient and economic manner, and whether
the planned objectives are achieved effectively.
The internal audit provides the Director with additional
assurance that the implementation of the management

activities of the internal audit for 2010 was prepared.
1.1.7. Statistical Council of the
Republic of Macedonia
The Statistical Council of the Republic of Macedonia,
as an expert advisory body for state statistics, was
established by Decision No. 07-4481/1 of the Assembly
of the Republic of Macedonia of 22 October 2007. The
position and the competencies of the Statistical Council
are defined in articles 10, 11 and 12 of the Law on State

and control instruments is adequate, economic and

Statistics.

consistent with the generally accepted standards and

During 2011, the Council held 11 sessions in total. In

the national legislation. It also provides the Director with

accordance with its authority defined in the Law on State

14
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Statistics, the Council reviewed several materials in the

the Work Programme for 2012 and with the reorganisation

area of state statistics, such as: Draft-Law on Amending

of the Department for support of surveys and data entry.

the Law on State Statistics, methodological and other

A Strategy has been prepared for development of the

materials related to the preparation, organisation and

metainformation system of the SSO.

execution of the Census of Population, Households and

Regarding the activities for registering statistical

Dwellings in the Republic of Macedonia in 2011, several
statistical classifications and nomenclatures, information
on SSO’s work and on the situation of the statistical
system in the country, as well as other materials.

1.2. Support of the statistical outputs,
technical infrastructure
1.2.1. Quality management

variables, templates have been made for describing
their attributes.
1.2.3. Reducing the burden on the reporting units
Regarding the implementation of the Action plan for
reducing respondent burden, the SSO has taken several
initiatives.
As regards the activity for introducing the enterprise
group as a statistical unit in the Business Register, the
SSO includes new additional data from administrative

Quality monitoring in the SSO is based on the quality

sources for better data quality.

standards established in the European Statistical

The SSO is dedicated to the strategic goal of reducing the

System (ESS). In 2011, the SSO continued the practice

burden on reporting units by examining the possibilities

of biennial self-assessment with the CAF tool by

for using administrative data sources for statistical

conducting the third self-assessment.

purposes in several areas, e.g. signing memoranda

The use of the CAF self-assessment model provided

and cooperation agreements with the Public Revenue

the State Statistical Office with a powerful framework

Office, the Central Register and the Employment

for initiating the process of continuous development by

Service Agency of the Republic of Macedonia.

allowing employees to learn more about themselves
and the areas where further development is necessary

1.2.4. Cost Calculation System

and possible.
As regards measuring the quality of statistical products,

One of the priorities integrated into the Strategy of the

the preparation of quality reports upon completion of the

SSO, as well as in NPAA, is to calculate the costs of

statistical surveys is becoming a regular practice in the

the individual statistics, in total and by phases. For

SSO for the surveys for which Eurostat has customised

this purpose, the SSO established a Cost Calculation

templates.

System, as part of the Statistical Information System.

Regarding process quality, a Programme was developed
for ensuring quality in the census data processing phase.
This programme will represent a basis for developing
quality assurance programmes over the next period.
1.2.2. Metadata

The following three modules were implemented:

• for recording printing costs,
• for recording photocopying costs, and
• for recording daily activities   
Also included in the Cost Calculation System in the SSO

The implementation of the adopted statistical business

is the daily registration of time spent per activity, which

process model of the SSO began with the preparation of

started in 2009. Bearing in mind the fact that in 2011 the

ANNUAL REPORT 2011
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costs for employees’ wages accounted for 80% of the
budget of the SSO, it is of particular interest to monitor

1.2.5. Data security and statistical confidentiality

the usage of the working time.

Data security and statistical confidentiality in the SSO

It is a fact that employees’ wages constitute the largest

are ensured via technical means, implementation of

cost in any statistical survey, and this system provides

new technologies, supported by adequate management

an insight into their share in the price of each individual

and procedures and rulebooks.

survey.

Regarding statistical confidentiality, documents have

The analysis for 2011 showed some interesting

been adopted for access to microdata for scientific

findings.
The ratio between the direct time (spent on a particular
survey) and indirect time (spent on activities auxiliary
to the surveys) is 69.45% to 30.55%, which is close to
European standards.
Regarding the cost units, according to records, the most
working days have been spent on:

• Labour Force Survey, 2074 hours
• Monthly statistical survey on employees and wages,
2175 hours
The distribution of time dedicated to various stages of
statistical production, according to the adopted business
process model, is as follows:

and research purposes, and a secure room has been
established where, in accordance with the adopted
rulebooks, qualified people can work with protected
microdata. A Rulebook on protection against statistical
disclosure has been prepared. There is a working group
in the SSO trained to use tools for protection against
statistical disclosure (for microdata and tabular data)
and to produce files with protected data.
For the purpose of protection of personal data, the State
Statistical Office in November 2011 adopted several key
documents:

• Plan for establishing a system of technical and
organisational measures for providing secrecy and
protection of personal data processing

• Rulebook on the manner of creating backup copies,
archival, storage, and retrieval of stored personal
data

• Rulebook on technical and organisational measures
Graph 7
Percentage of registered time by individual stages of
the business process model

for providing secrecy and protection of personal
data processing in the State Statistical Office

• Rulebook on defining the duties and
responsibilities of the information
system administrator and other authorised persons

• Rulebook on the manner of
destroying documents, and the
manner of destroying, erasing and
clearing portable media in the State
Statistical Office

• Rulebook on reporting, reacting and
remediation of data processing incidents in the State Statistical Office.
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1.2.6. Using the collaborative infrastructure of
Eurostat – data transmission through the Single
Entry Point“

Graph 8
Data transmitted to Eurostat
(2011 compared to 2010)

The State Statistical Office regularly fulfils its obligation
to transmit statistical data to Eurostat, in as wider scope
as possible through the defined “Single Entry Point”
and by using the available support tools offered by the
eDamis system (eWA, eWP, eWF).
The trend of increasing the number of data sets
transmitted to Eurostat through the Single Entry Point,
by using the eDamis tools, has continued. The data
transmission web portal was used only insignificantly
in previous years, but now it is not used at all as it is
primarily intended for institutions without transmission
coordinator. Regarding the data transmission from the
SSO, in the period January-December 2011, there were

Graph 9
Data transmitted to Eurostat, by type of tool used
(2011 compared to 2010)

369 data transmissions with 307 data sets transmitted.
In comparison, in the period January-December 2010 a
total of 249 data transmissions were recorded, with 202
data sets transmitted.
Also, it is important to emphasise that the number of
repeated transmissions (due to unfulfilled validation
rules) has decreased by 3% in the last year, which
indicates greater control in using the validation rules.
By accepting and using the tools provided by Eurostat
for data transmission through eDamis, the SDMX data
transmission format is automatically accepted, and in
accordance with the adopted ESMS (Euro SDMX)
structure relevant metadata are continuously collected
at the SSO. As the ESMS database has existed for
two years at the SSO, employees are familiar with the
ESMS structure (concepts and indicators of quality) and
with the National Reference Metadata Editor, as a tool
for reference metadata transmission to Eurostat.
The following graph shows the increase in the volume of

1.2.7. IT infrastructure
Through the EU-funded IPA 2009 Multi-Beneficiary
Programme 27 laptop computers were purchased, which
were used for conducting the Labour Force Survey via a
new interviewing method: computer-assisted telephone
interviewing (CATI) and computer-assisted personal
interviewing (CAPI).

data transmitted to Eurostat, which was 52% in 2011.

Due to lack of funds, communication with the regional

It is also important to say that for the needs of data

departments is still performed via a 64 kbit/sec link,

transmission to Eurostat, variables are regularly re-cod-

which is a substandard method for data transmission

ed (transcodification) in accordance with the codes from

between the regional departments and the central

the corresponding Eurostat regulations.

Office.
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In relation to application development, the SSO
completely relies on its own resources when developing
IT systems for statistical production support, and widely
spread commercial software (Microsoft) was used as a
development tool, as well as specialised software for
statistical needs, such as Blaise and SAS.

1.3.2. Statistical data available online
– more data and more users
The website of the State Statistical Office is becoming
the basic source of information about official statistics.
Through the website, users have access to the
publications issued by the institution, as well as to the
database that contains data from several thematic areas

1.3. Dissemination
1.3.1. Data dissemination

and data by regions. From year to year, the number
of visitors to the website is continuously growing. The
number of visitors in 2011, compared to 2010, increased
drastically by 50.17% because of the information related

The main objective of dissemination is to provide

to the Census of Population, Households and Dwellings

dissemination products and services that meet users’

2011. The number of visitors to the web database has

needs for official statistics.

also increased. From January 2011 to December 2011,

The Internet is the main channel for dissemination of

the tables in the database were visited 33028 times in

statistical data and information.

total, or 2752 times per month on average.

In order to redesign the statistical publications, the

The new web page of the State Statistical Office

State Statistical Office made an analysis of the existing

became operational on 11 May 2011. It has been

publications and prepared a plan for redesigning their

designed according to user needs and in accordance

content, which will be implemented continuously.

with European standards. Information on news releases,

18
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publications, classifications and other data are classified
by theme. The Advance Release Calendar is dynamic
with information about the publication of news releases

Graph 10
Visits to the web database, 2011

for the entire year, offering the possibility to search by
various criteria: by type of edition, by theme, by news
release, by date of publication. Several new tools have
been introduced: consumer price index calculator, EU
indicators 2020, possibility to select a set of data from
gender statistics, Municipalities and settlements with
the possibility to search by municipality and settlement.
For the purpose of meeting user needs, starting from
21 December 2011, the State Statistical Office began
presenting statistical data tables from the news releases
on the website in Excel format. The SSO also began
using the social medium Twitter to inform users about
the latest news releases, publications and activities of

Graph 11
Number of visitors to the website of the SSO, 2011

the State Statistical Office.
The keywords section of the website for appearing in
search results has been reorganised. A new interface
has been developed for access to statistical survey
forms. The user support section has been expanded
with access to European statistical data (ESDS User
Support), and tools have been added for forwarding,
tweeting or printing certain pages of the website.
1.3.3. Publication activity of the institution
The results from the statistical surveys are available
to both domestic and international users in the form of
statistical publications. In 2011, the volume of issued
statistical publications was higher than in the previous
year. Dissemination “statistics” show that the following
results were achieved in 2011:

• 306 issues have been published in the “News
Releases” edition,

• 33 issues have been published in the “Statistical
Reviews” edition,

• 4 other publications have been published,
• 12 issues of the Monthly Statistical Bulletin have been
published, separately in Macedonian and English,

• 12 issues of Short-term Indicators have been
published,
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• there have been 622 written requests for data both
from domestic and international users.
The following were published in 2011:
"Statistical Yearbook of the Republic of Macedonia”
- a publication containing statistical data on the
demographic, social and economic situation in the
Republic of Macedonia, as well as data for a longer
period of time. A separate chapter contains data
comparable with other countries in Europe and the
world. A novelty in the Statistical Yearbook for 2011 is
the data on municipal waste and waste from industry.
"Macedonia in Figures” - represents a small statistical
yearbook, containing tables and charts with data about
the Republic of Macedonia from all the areas covered by
the surveys that are conducted by the State Statistical
19

Office. The concept of presenting comparative data

1.3.4. Preparation of data according to users’ needs

about the Republic of Macedonia and the EU member

– simple delivery of data to the users

states and candidate countries has been retained in this
edition as well.

In the course of 2011, the SSO received 622 written

"20 Years of Independent Macedonia” with this

requests, of which 104 or 16.7% were from domestic

publication, the State Statistical Office joined the

business entities.

celebration of 20 years of independence of the Republic

Additionally, in 2011, around 400 data requests were

of Macedonia. By joining the celebration of this great

sent via email, and there were around 600 telephone

jubilee, the SSO tried to present the road travelled by the

queries. Last year, international statistical and other

Republic of Macedonia in the last 20 through numbers

organisations submitted 241 data requests, of which

that reflect the past, but at the same time represent a

17% were from Eurostat, but this number does not

basis for further success of independent Republic of

include the regular data transmission to Eurostat.

Macedonia.

The library of the Office was visited by 63 users, who

"Sustainable Development" is a publication by which

used SSO’s publications and other library materials.

the SSO succeeded in the efforts to calculate and unite
in one place the available indicators of sustainable

The processing of the library material continued in 2011,
when 105 titles were processed in the COBISS tool.

development in the Republic of Macedonia. The
indicators have a multi-domain character and reflect the

1.3.5. Increased representation of statistical data in

economic, social, environmental and the institutional

the media

dimension of sustainable development.
All publications are available on the website of the State
Statistical Office: www.stat.gov.mk

Media are a very important part of the users of official
statistical data, because through the media statistical
data are available to the general public. The edition
"News Releases" is the most used medium by the
journalists. The State Statistical Office keeps track
only of its coverage in print media, and according to

Graph 12
Publications issued, 2011

the available data, 694 articles were published in 2011,
of which around 19% referring to the interpretation of
statistical data in the area of industry, population, and
incomes, expenditures and prices

20
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2. CLASSIFICATIONS AND REGISTERS
2.1 Classifications

2.2.3. Statistical Farm Register
The application for updating the Statistical Farm Register
has been improved by expanding the database in the

The National Classification of Occupations is a national

Register with a table for recording change history, which

standard used in collecting, recording, processing,

enables monitoring changes in agricultural production at

analysing and publishing data that are important for

individual level. With these improvements, the Statistical

monitoring the changes occurring in the labour market in

Farm Register can show at any time a summary of all

the Republic of Macedonia. The National Classification

changes that have occurred.

of Occupations was adopted as a national standard
by a Decision of the Government of the Republic
of Macedonia of 15 March 2011 and published in
the "Official Gazette" No. 37 of 24 March 2011. The
Classification is fully based on the structure of ISCO08 (Commission Regulation (EC) No 1022/2009) at the
level of individual groups, i.e. at the four-digit level. At
the national level, two digits are added within individual
groups, thereby distinguishing and closely defining
the specificities of the occupations in the Republic of
Macedonia.
2.2. Statistical registers
The State Statistical Office continuously works on
improving the statistical registers it maintains.
2.2.1. Statistical Register of Territorial Units

3. SECTOR STATISTICS
3.1. Social statistics
Social statistics in 2011 were characterised by the
preparations, organisation and execution of the
Census of Population, Households and Dwellings, the
introduction of computer-assisted interviewing in the
Labour Force Survey, the introduction of a new labour
market survey – Structure of Earnings Survey, and a
survey in the area of education – Continuing Vocational
Training Survey.
In 2011, the State Statistical Office finalised the
preparations for conducting the third Census of
Population, Households and Dwellings in independent
Macedonia, which was first planned for 1-15 April,

Based on the revision of the documents on the territorial

then postponed to 1-15 October 2011 because of the

units for the Census of Population, Households and

early elections. The preparations were monitored

Dwellings 2011, and in accordance with the Manual

by international experts appointed by Eurostat,

prepared by the State Statistical Office and the Real

who assessed that the State Statistical Office was

Estate Cadastre Agency, auxiliary instruments were

technically and organisationally prepared to execute

prepared for the census field activities.

the Census in accordance with international standards.
However, census activities were halted ten days after

2.2.2. Statistical Business Register
The Statistical Business Register is regularly updated
by using automated procedures for monthly and annual
updating. A Quality Report has been prepared regarding
the Statistical Business Register, which will serve to
improve the scope and quality of data in the Register.

they started because, as the press release of the State
Census Commission states, "the basic conditions for
continuing with the Census have not been met, and
this mostly refers to the inappropriate application of the
methodology established by the State Statistical Office
and harmonised with Eurostat".

Data have been published on business demography for

Regarding the Survey on Income and Living Conditions

the period 2004-2008.

(SILC), which is the main source of data on income
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distribution and calculation of Laeken indicators of

Novelties

poverty, social exclusion, pensions and material
deprivation, the second wave of the Survey was
conducted in 2011, with reference year 2010. The
calculations and analysis of collected data are expected
to produce Laeken indicators for 2010, as internationally
comparable indicators.
In the area of culture and crime statistics, several
missions were organised within the IPA 2007 project,
during which Eurostat’s activities in these areas
were presented. Culture statistics at the level of the
European Union are in the process of harmonisation,
and this process should provide harmonised data on
culture and creativity in the context of their contribution
in employment and inter-cultural dialogue in Europe.
In the area of crime statistics, recommendations and
information were given about the Action Plan 20062010, supported in the Stockholm Programme 2009 for
the period 2010-2014.
Transmission of data from the Labour Force Survey in
2011 was performed on a quarterly basis.
Data from the ad hoc module on reconciliation between
work and family life were transmitted to Eurostat. The
ad hoc module was implemented as part of the Labour
Force Survey 2010, as an annex.
The Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices to Eurostat
is regularly transmitted to Eurostat on a monthly basis.
Data from vital statistics and education statistics
(UNESCO/OECD/EUROSTAT joint questionnaire) are
also regularly transmitted.
Methodological improvements in statistical
surveys

• A new methodology has been prepared for conducting
the Structure of Earnings Survey

• A new methodology has been prepared for conducting
the Continuing Vocational Training Survey

• Methodological instruments have been prepared for
conducting the Job Vacancy Pilot Survey

• A methodology has been prepared for calculating the

• In the IV quarter of 2011, within the Labour Force
Survey, a new computer-assisted interviewing method was introduced: computer-assisted telephone interviewing (CATI) and computer-assisted personal
interviewing (CAPI).

• A Job Vacancy Pilot Survey was conducted and the
data were analysed. A form was designed for the
regular Job Vacancy Survey for enterprises, and
contact was established with Employment Service
Agency of the Republic of Macedonia for submitting
administrative data on job vacancies.

• Regarding the labour market a Structure of Earnings
Pilot Survey was conducted in May 2011. The regular Survey, which should provide indicators of the
distribution of income and the factors affecting individual earnings, was conducted in October 2011.

• The Continuing Vocational Training Survey has been
conducted and it should provide information about
the needs of business entities for vocational training of their employees, investment in such training,
completed training courses, and economic results of
the training.

3.2. National accounts
National accounts in 2011 were characterised by preparations for including the country in the Special Data
Dissemination Standard of the International Monetary
Fund, which is also a result of the successful cooperation with the authorised providers of official statistics,
the National Bank and the Ministry of Finance.
The activities on purchasing power parity planned for
2011 were performed as scheduled.
Within the IPA 2009 Multi-Beneficiary Programme activities began for improving the calculations at constant
prices, by using supply and use tables.

Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices
22
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Great progress has been made in national accounts in

Activities NKD Rev.2, and activities have continued

compiling and integrating sector accounts data:

for methodological improvements and creating
conditions for calculation of new variables.

• accounts have been compiled according to a new
approach – system of tables;

• comprehensive view towards unit sectorisation;
• coding of transactions in accordance with the
standards of the European System of Accounts;

• the knowledge regarding transactions between
institutions has been improved;

• particular attention has been given to the compilation
of the General Government sector account, as a
basis for compiling excessive deficit (EDP) tables,
and a database has been obtained from the Ministry
of Finance.
Agreement has been reached for the National Bank to
be responsible for financial accounts. This will soon be
incorporated in the Memorandum of Cooperation, signed
in 2009, by specifying the responsibilities of the State
Statistical Office and the National Bank concerning the
preparation of financial accounts.
In April 2011, a technical group was created from
representatives of the SSO and the Ministry of Finance
in order to ensure progress in the compilation of the
excessive deficit procedure (EDP) notification tables.

• Annual data on gross fixed capital formation and
gross domestic product for 2009 and 2010 have been
prepared according to the National Classification of
Activities NKD Rev.2 and published.

• For the purpose of harmonisation with Regulation
(EC) No 1392/2007 of the European Parliament
and of the Council of 13 November 2007 amending
Council Regulation (EC) No 2223/96 with respect to
the transmission of national accounts data, quarterly
data have been transmitted for the period from 2004
to the fourth quarter of 2011, as well as revised data
for the period 2003-2009.

• Within the IPA 2007 project, activities have been
undertaken for improving the indicators for quarterly
GDP calculations, and a table has been published
with data on GDP by the production approach and
expenditure aggregates at quarterly level by using
2005 chain indices. Also, improvements were made
to the questionnaire for 2012 for gathering data for
calculation of value added in gross fixed capital
formation for business entities in the non-financial
sector at quarterly level.

The process of compiling the non-financial and the
financial account for the general government sector in
the State Statistical Office was the basis for drawing up
the EDP tables for 2008 with real data for the Republic
of Macedonia, which was one of the goals within the IPA
2007 project. The activities were realised as a result of
the cooperation with the representatives of the Ministry
of Finance and the National Bank of the Republic of
Macedonia.
Methodological improvements in statistical

Novelties

• During 2011, the SSO as coordinator of the official
state statistics of the Republic of Macedonia met
all requirements for transmitting data according to
the SDDS standard of the International Monetary
Fund, including the Advance Release Calendar
and the National Summary Data Page (available
on the website of the SSO), as well as metadata
verification.

surveys

• Structural business statistics (SBS) data for 2009
and 2010 have been prepared and published in
accordance with Commission Regulation (EC)
250/2009, according to the National Classification of
ANNUAL REPORT 2011
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3.3. Business statistics, agricultural statistics and

the distribution of forested area by purpose, timber and

statistics on the environment

annual forest growth.
The matrix for transcodification of the 2007 Census

Continuous efforts are made for improving business

of Agriculture data was prepared and submitted to

statistics and harmonisation with European regulations,

Eurostat, as well as the matrix for transcodification of

and particular progress has been made in improving

the 2010 Farm Structure Survey data.

short-term statistics. In the area of agricultural
statistics in 2011, agro-monetary statistics were further

3.3.3. Statistics on environment, energy and

developed, data were published on Economic Accounts

transport

for Agriculture at constant prices, and a pilot survey was
conducted on intermediate consumption in agriculture.
3.3.1. Business statistics
A news release on structural business statistics was
published in March 2011, containing data for the
reference year 2008 for the following variables: number
of business entities, number of employees, turnover,
value added and gross operating surplus. The variables
have been calculated according to the definitions in
Commission Regulation (EC) No 250/2009 on structural
business statistics.
Data in the area of short-term statistics – indices of

• The survey on waste, besides the sector
Manufacturing, was extended to include the sectors
Energy and Mining and quarrying from the National
Classification of Activities, and this was implemented
in the field in 2011.

• The list of energy commodities was harmonised
with the Classification of Products by Activity and
the Combined Nomenclature, and it was applied in
preparing energy statistics.

• For the first time, data from the annual surveys in the
area of energy statistics for 2010 were submitted to
Eurostat via eDamis.

• Data from the E-Rail Traffic Census 2010 have been

distributive trade and turnover in industry for 2011, in

published and transmitted to the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE).

accordance with the harmonisation with Regulation

• Data from the E-Road Traffic Census 2010 have been

1165/98, have been transmitted to Eurostat
For the first time, a Quality Report on International
Trade Statistics was prepared for 2011 and transmitted
to Eurostat.
3.3.2. Agricultural statistics
ВIn the area of agriculture, forestry, hunting and fishing,
during 2011, all planned statistical surveys were
conducted.
Standard output coefficients have been calculated for
the period 2005-2009; these coefficients served as basis
for calculating the economic size and type of individual
agricultural holdings.
The Annual Report on Forests was harmonised in
accordance with EU recommendations with respect to
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published and transmitted to the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE).

• An assessment has been made of the quality of
freight transport statistics for 2011, and they have
been harmonised with EU regulations.
Methodological improvements in statistical
surveys

• New questionnaires have been designed for all
surveys in the area of information and communication
technologies, in accordance with the methodology
and recommendations of Eurostat for 2011.

• Within the IPA 2008 Multi-Beneficiary Programme
a methodological manual (Inventory) was prepared
for agro-monetary statistics (manual for economic
accounts for agriculture and manual for agricultural
price indices), in accordance with Eurostat’s
recommendations.
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Novelties

• Industrial production indices adjusted for working

3.4. Sector for Regional Departments
The organisational structure of the State Statistical

days for 2011 were calculated for the first time,

Office comprises the central Office and eight regional

in accordance with Council Regulation (EC) No

departments throughout the country (Skopje, Tetovo,

1165/98 concerning short-term statistics, and they

Kumanovo, Veles, Stip, Bitola, Ohrid and Strumica.).

will be published in the statistical review on Industry

According to the Annual Programme for Statistical

in 2012.

• Construction cost indices (for residential buildings)

Surveys 2011, 199 statistical surveys were planned,
for which data were collected in the field with various

have been calculated from the available data at the

periodicity (monthly, quarterly, annual and multi-annual).

SSO, and data were published for the first time at the

For 99 surveys (49.7%) data collection was performed in

quarterly level for 2011 and submitted to Eurostat.

the State Statistical Office, while for 100 (50.3%) in the

• In 2011, a monthly news release on turnover

regional departments and the State Statistical Office.

indices in industry was published for the first time

Administrative sources were used for collecting data in

in accordance with Council Regulation (EC) No

35 surveys. Therefore, it can be concluded that reporting

1165/98 concerning short-term statistics, thereby

units are still the primary source for data collection via

increasing the amount statistical of data in the area

statistical surveys conducted in the field.

of economic statistics.

In the regional departments, for most of the surveys,

• In 2011, a monthly news release on turnover indices

only data collection, coding and preliminary control are

in the Trade sector was published for the first time

performed (112 surveys), while data entry and technical

in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1165/98 for

processing are performed for 6 statistical surveys

the purpose of harmonisation with the Regulation on

in the area of demography (with the exception of the

short-term statistics.

regional department in Skopje). Data collection, coding,

• Within the IPA 2009 Multi-Beneficiary Programme,
a pilot survey on intermediary consumption in

preliminary control and data entry in the regional
departments are performed for 7 statistical surveys.

agriculture for 2011 was conducted for the first time,
and data have been processed. The SSO plans to
incorporate this survey in the triennial farm structure
survey in 2013.

• Data on Economic Accounts for Agriculture at
constant prices for the period 2006-2009 were
calculated and published for the first time.
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4. INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITY AND FOREIGN
ASSISTANCE

quality and timely monitoring and informing about the
progress in adopting the Acquis, with weekly, monthly,
quarterly and annual periodicity.

4.1. European integration

In December 2011, the final version of the National
Programme for Adoption of the Acquis (NPAA) 2012

Eurostat is monitoring the progress of the Republic

was submitted to the Secretariat for European Affairs.

of Macedonia in the area of statistics and provides

The seventh meeting of the Sub-Committee on

assistance in the activities for harmonisation of the
national statistical data with the EU and international
standards.

Economic and Financial Affairs and Statistics was held
in March in Brussels, where the European Commission
(EC) praised the progress the SSO has made since the

Over the past period, there has been an evident increase

previous meeting (2010).

in the participation of the Republic of Macedonia in

The intensive and well-established cooperation between

Eurostat’s publications and databases. For example,
regarding Eurostat’s publication "Statistics in Focus",
the rate of inclusion of data from the Republic of
Macedonia in the period July 2010 – June 2011 was
49%, an increase of 36% compared to July 2009 – June
2010.
SSO’s employees actively participated in monitoring
and updating the NPAA with regard to the objectives
and activities foreseen to be achieved in 2011. The
SSO, as leader and coordinator of the Working Group
18 – Statistics, continuously organises and coordinates
the work of the Working Group in order to allow regular,
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Eurostat and the SSO advances with every further step
taken. Besides the participation in Eurostat working
group meetings, of great benefit for the SSO in applying
European legislation in statistics are also Eurostat’s
consultancies, assessments and recommendations.
In 2011, the State Statistical Office once again submitted
and confirmed on time the assessment of the Republic
of Macedonia in SMIS+ (Statistical Management
Information System), a Eurostat internet software tool
through which Eurostat monitors the harmonisation of
candidate countries and potential candidate countries
with EU legislation in statistics.
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4.2. International projects where the SSO is
included
4.2.1.Ongoing projects of the European
Commission:
- National projects
IPA 2007 Technical Assistance to the State Statistical
Office covered 4 areas where the following results were
achieved:

• Developed system of quality for all processes in the
production of statistics, by applying the following
principles of the European Statistics Code of Practice:
Principle 4 – Commitment to Quality, Principle
5 – Statistical Confidentiality; Principle 7 – Sound
Methodology, Principle 8 – Appropriate Statistical
Procedures, and Principle 15 – Accessibility and
Clarity;

• Further harmonisation of national accounts and
other economic statistics, with particular focus on
the area of national accounts and implementation
of the European System of Accounts (ESA) 1995.
Experts did practical work on implementing the ESA
95 methodology, which provided an opportunity to
assess the available data in every institution and
their influence in compiling the accounts and the
quality of calculations;
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• Improved business statistics. A series of activities
gave an insight into the main principles for preparing
quality structural statistics, and data users in the
Republic of Macedonia were provided with data on
the trends in the economy in accordance with EU
regulations;

• Improved social statistics in the following areas:
education, culture, crime statistics, research and
development. New surveys have been introduced
as well, such as the Structure of Earnings Survey.
IPA 2009 National Programme – Support to the SSO
In 2011, preparations were underway for the twinning
project for support to the State Statistical Office and
a draft working plan was prepared for the project
in cooperation with the Federal Statistical Office of
Germany, while in the area of education methodological
bases were established for conducting the Continuing
Vocational Training Survey.
- Multi-beneficiary projects
IPA 2009 Multi-Beneficiary Statistical Cooperation
Programme
The goals of the project are improving the quality of
statistical information and strengthening the confidence
in the methods and professionalism, which will result
27

in reliable statistical data for the policy creators and

Within the Pilot Project on Energy Statistics, the following

the international community, continuing the process of

results were achieved in 2011:

gradual integration of the State Statistical Office into the
European Statistical System and continuing the support
for sustainable capacity building. The project includes 7
pilot projects: external trade statistics, purchasing power
parity, national accounts, energy statistics, harmonised
index of consumer prices, agro-monetary statistics, and
labour force survey.
Within the Pilot Project on External Trade Statistics, the
following results were achieved in 2011:

• A mirror analysis was performed with member
states, candidate countries and potential candidate
countries for EU membership, and a report was
produced;

• Improvement and implementation of the Methodology
and the Manual for correcting errors.
Within the Pilot Project on Purchasing Power Parity, the
following results were achieved in 2011:

• The Survey on Services 2011 was conducted;
• A pre-survey, as well as the main Furniture and
Health Survey 2011 was conducted;

• The Construction Survey 2011 was conducted, and
the obtained data were validated;

• The Equipment Survey 2011 was conducted, and
first validation of data has started;

• Reports were submitted to Eurostat for all surveys in
this pilot-project;

• The document “Description of Chapter 5” of the PPP
Manual was prepared and submitted to Eurostat;

• The publication “International Comparison of GDP
for 2008” was prepared“.
Within the Pilot Project on National Accounts, the
following results were achieved in 2011:

• The existing indicators at constant prices were
analysed with the aim to improve the methods for
constant price calculations,

• Two areas have been prepared for calculation at
constant prices – annual and quarterly.
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• The periodic technical report on energy statistics
was prepared and submitted to Eurostat. The report
gave a comprehensive presentation of energy
statistics, starting from data collection, processing,
harmonisation with EU regulations, etc.
Regulation (EC) No 1099/2008 on energy statistics and
its amendment have been translated. The Regulation
completely covers all areas of energy statistics.
Within the Pilot Project on Harmonised Index of
Consumer Prices, the following results were achieved
in 2011:

• A presentation about the Macedonian experience
in the treatment of services in the frames of the
harmonised index of consumer prices was prepared
for the workshop for this project, which was held in
Zagreb;

• The complete series of data on the harmonised
index of consumer prices (January 2005 – June
2011, base 2005=100) was transmitted to Eurostat.
Starting from July 2011, the SSO transmits these
data on a monthly basis like all other countries.
Within the Pilot Project on Agro-monetary Statistics, the
following results were achieved in 2011:

• Preparation and transmission of a periodic technical
report on the pilot project;
Preparation and execution of the Multi-Purpose Farm
Survey 2011. This pilot survey was primarily planned for
intermediate consumption in agriculture, but due to the
need for obtaining additional data it was extended as
Multi-Purpose Farm Survey.
Within the Pilot Project on Labour Force Survey, the
following results were achieved in 2011:

• Laptop computers and Blaise licence have been
purchased

for

conducting

computer-assisted

telephone interviewing (CATI) and computerassisted personal interviewing (CAPI), and CATI
and CAPI applications have been developed for
data entry;
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• A telephone system has been purchased for
conducting CATI;

• CATI and CAPI were implemented for the first time
in the fourth quarter of 2011.
- Realised projects

177/2008 and the methodological instructions for the
Business Register; the methodological instructions for
external trade statistics and the quality of statistical data
on foreign trade have been improved, etc.
- Realised grants

IPA 2008 Multi-Beneficiary Statistical Cooperation

Labour Force Survey 2010, ad hoc module on

Programme ended in September 2011 and it covered

reconciliation between work and family life

11 pilot projects:

• business registers,

The objective of the module was to improve the
knowledge about the balance between work and family

• external trade statistics,

life, and the data would further be used for following

• economic accounts for agriculture,

the European employment strategy. Data gathering

• transmission of data from the Census of Agriculture
and the Farm Structure Survey,

• PRODCOM, annual survey in industry in accordance

for the module was performed in accordance with
the methodology and requirements of Commission
Regulation (EC) No 20/2009.

with the National Nomenclature of Industrial
Products,

Consumer Opinion Survey

• national accounts,

Through the Grant, the SSO obtained statistical data on

• purchasing power parity,

consumer opinions about current conditions and short-

• structural business statistics,
• harmonised index of consumer prices,
• Census of Population, Households and Dwellings,
and

• job vacancy pilot survey.

term-expectations. The survey provides qualitative data
for the purpose of monitoring the short-term economic
policy of the country. The aim of this survey is to
obtain information from household members about the
personal financial situation and plans for saving, as well
as about their opinion on the general economic situation,
planned expenses, and expectations for prices in the

This project provided better accessibility, comparability

near future.

of quality and timeliness of data that are necessary for
the development and application of EU policies. The
national statistical system has been upgraded and
strengthened. Among the major achievements are the
following: preparation and transmission of inventories
of economic accounts for agriculture to Eurostat;
transcodification of data from the Farm Structure Survey;
job vacancy pilot survey has been conducted data on
gross fixed capital formation for small enterprises have
been improved; descriptions of national accounts have

4.2.2. Macedonian-Swedish partnership in statistics
2009-2011
In the frames of the Macedonian-Swedish partnership,
support was provided through technical assistance
and equipment procurement. The project covers four
components: agricultural and agro-monetary statistics,
environment statistics, PC Axis for developing web
dissemination, and metadata.

been prepared and transmitted to Eurostat; assessment

Regarding the component for agricultural and agro-

has been made of the situation of the Business Register

monetary

in relation to the harmonisation with Regulation

achieved:
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statistics,

the

following

results

were
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• concepts and definitions have been defined for

• gaining knowledge about the importance and

performing planned activities for establishing the

usefulness of the development of a metadata driven

Farm Register (units, threshold, identification,

integrated statistical production system;

statistical variables)

• updating the Register
Regarding the component for environment statistics,
the SSO employees have been trained for:

• introducing a statistical survey on waste from various
sectors of the National Classification of Activities,

• preparing a quality report on waste statistics,
• calculating non-response rates,
• conducting a survey on pesticide use,
• analysing survey results

• capacity building for implementation and adaptation
of the IT system (base and application) in the SSO
environment.
For improving the work of the State Statistical Office,
the following was purchased as part of this component:
software (2 floating licences for PowerDesigner
DataArchitect 15.x and 7 licences for Microsoft Visual
Studio Professional Edition 2010) and hardware (2
database servers).
4.2.3. The State Statistical Office as provider of
foreign assistance

• continuing with the development of this area of
statistics.
Regarding the component for PC Axis for developing
web dissemination, the following were established:

• PC Axis database,
• internal procedures for preparing PC Axis files,

In 2011, as a result of the positive experiences gained
within its international activity, the SSO, as a consortium
partner with the ICON Institute in the project “Assisting
Montenegro in Approximating EU Standards in
Statistics”, provided short-term expert assistance in the
area of national accounts.

• SSO employees have been trained to create PC Axis
files from various sources

• in-house training was held for employees for creating

4.3. Communication and cooperation with other
state institutions

and updating PC Axis files.
Regarding the component for metadata, the following
results were achieved:

In the area of social statistics, the cooperation with the
Ministry of Interior is of particular importance, and there
is also communication and cooperation with the Ministry

• development and further improvement of knowledge

of Labour and Social Policy, especially in the develop-

and skills between statisticians in the area of

ment of ESSPROS - European System of Integrated So-

statistical metadata;

cial Protection Statistics. The SSO also cooperates with

• reaching a higher level of competence and know-how
in the functioning and complete information about
the system of documentation of statistical variables
and the system of classifications;

• acquiring a thorough knowledge of statistical
metadata systems MetaPlus (Statistics Sweden),
VarDok (Statistics Norway) and IMD SDMS

the Republic Institute for Health Protection, the National
Bank, the Employment Service Agency of the Republic
of Macedonia, IMF, World Bank and other domestic and
foreign institutions. The cooperation with UNICEF consists of providing statistical data for the TransMonee database, which contains data on the social and economic
situation and well-being of children.

(Statistics Latvia);
30
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On 18 April 2011, the State Statistical Office signed a

4.5. Problems that the SSO was facing

Memorandum of Cooperation with the School of Journalism and Public Relations in order to strengthen the
mutual cooperation between the institutions.

Some of the problems the SSO was facing in 2010 were
also present in 2011.
The SSO has difficulties obtaining reports from the

4.4. Cooperation with other statistical institutions

reporting units. As a result, there is a tendency of
increased costs for telephone and written reactions.

In the period from 1 to 3 September 2011, the State
Statistical Office was host to a delegation of the National
Statistical Institute of Bulgaria. The two institutions
shared experiences in the harmonisation of national

The non-existence of adequate departments for filling in
statistical forms and the growing number of accounting
bureaus that have unresolved bilateral issues with
the companies additionally increase respondents’

statistics with EU standards and the implementation of

unwillingness to fill in statistical forms.

EU legislation.

Concerning the release from administrative functions,

On 12 and 23 September 2011, the State Statistical

the methodological and technical updating of the

Office hosted a delegation of Eurostat regarding the
IPA 2009 Multi-Beneficiary Statistical Cooperation
Programme. The goals of this visit were: assessment of

Election List was supposed to be taken over by the
State Election Commission. However, the transfer has
not yet been done, but the SSO expects to be released

the internal procedures (reporting, data entry, controls,

from this administrative function in the near future.

etc.) established by the SSO for grant management in

The Programme for Statistical Surveys in 2011 was

general, and the IPA 2009 grant in particular, training in

executed according to the planned schedule. The

the technical aspects of the grant requirements, training
in the financial aspects of the grant requirements,
reporting and practical review of a sample of activities
already undertaken, and costs actually incurred.
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decrease in the number of surveys in 2011 compared
to 2010 was due to the fact that certain surveys are
conducted once every two, three or five years, as well
as to the merging of two or more survey into one.
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Annexe 1:

Overview of the implementation of the Programme for Statistical Surveys (2011 compared to 2010)
Sector of Social Statistics
Periodicity -area

Number of surveys
in 2011

Number of surveys
in 2010

Department of Living Standard
monthly

1

1

annual

3

3

five-year

-

1

total

4

5

47

47

three-year

1

1

five-year

1

1

49

49

annual

7

7

total

7

7

monthly

1

1

annual

1

1

quarterly

1

1

total

3

3

63

64

Department of Social Services
annual

total
Department of Demography and Population Register

Department of Labour Market

Total Sector of Social Statistics

Sector of National Accounts
Periodicity -area

Number of surveys
in 2011

Number of surveys
in 2010

Sector of National Accounts
annual

41)

31)

quarterly

1

1

according to Eurostat’s survey programme

1

1

27

27

33

32

analytical
Total Sector of National Accounts

1) Including the survey on purchasing power parity in 2010 and the survey on prices of machinery and equipment
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Sector of Business Statistics, Agricultural Statistics and Statistics on the Environment
Number of surveys
Number of surveys
Periodicity -area
in 2011
in 2010
Department of Environment, Energy and Transport
Energy
annual
13
13
monthly
13
13
semi-annual
2
2
Transport
annual
13
13
five-year
2
1
monthly
4
4
quarterly
1
1
Environment (water, waste)
Water Economy
annual
6
6
Waste
annual
1
1
biennial
1
1
Total
56
55
Department of Agricultural Statistics and Farm Register
Agriculture – general
three-year
annual
monthly
weekly
Crop production
annual
Livestock production
annual
quarterly
Forestry
annual
quarterly
Hunting and fishing
annual
Agricultural prices
monthly
quarterly
Economic accounts for agriculture
annual
Total
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2
5
-

1
2
2
3

13

13

2
1

2
1

7
1

7
1

2

2

2
1

2
1

1
37

1
38
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Number of surveys
in 2011
Department of Industry Construction Statistics and Business Tendencies
Construction
annual
6
semi-annual
1
quarterly
1
monthly
3
Industry
monthly
2
annual
1
Business tendencies
monthly
2
quarterly
2
semi-annual
1
annual
1
Total
20
Periodicity -area

Department of Internal and External Trade, ICT, Tourism and Catering
ICT
annual
6
monthly
3
External trade
monthly
1
quarterly
Internal trade
annual
1
quarterly
monthly
2
biennial
Catering and tourism
annual
2
quarterly
1
monthly
2
Total
18
Department of Prices
monthly
Total

1
1

Department of Statistical Business Register and Economic Classifications
Total Sector of Business Statistics, Agricultural Statistics
and Statistics on the Environment
132
Total Programme for Statistical Surveys
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228

Number of surveys
in 2010

6
1
1
3
2
1
2
2
1
1
20

7
3
1
1
1
1
3
2
2
1
2
24
1
1
138

234
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