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11 INTRODUCTION

The basic document requlating the strategic priorities of the State Statistical Office from
2019 to 2021 is the Strategic Plan of the State Statistical Office, 2019 - 2021. The
implementation of the defined programmes and sub-programmes should ensure:
1 Meeting the obligations of the State Statistical Office defined in the Programme
of Statistical Surveys, 2018 - 2022 and
1 Accomplishing the strategic priorities of the Government of the Republic of
Macedonia (NATO and EU integration of the Republic of Macedonia), i.e. meeting
the obligations of the National Programme for Adoption of the Acquis (NPAA).

The Strategic Plan has been prepared in full compliance with the Law on State Statistics
and the Five-Year Programme of Statistical Surveys 2018-2022.

In addition, the Strategic Plan takes into consideration the relevant documents from the
European Commission defining the strategic priorities of the European Statistical System
and used for monitoring the progress of the State Statistical Office, as well as the
recommendations of the European Commission’s Peer Review on the implementation of
the European Statistics Code of Practice, and of the Statistical Office of the European
Union (Eurostat) from the reqular annual missions to the State Statistical Office for
assessing the progress in the field of statistics.

12. MISSION

The State Statistical Office produces and disseminates official statistical data on the
Macedonian economy and society as a basis for the process of decision making based on
relevant information.

1.3.VISION

Our vision is to be recognised as a professional and efficient institution that provides high-
quality and internationally comparable statistics in line with user needs.

131. VALUES

The values of the State Statistical Office are:
1 Professional independence;

Competence and professionalism;

Impartiality and objectivity;

Commitment to quality;

User orientation;

Statistical confidentiality;

=A =4 4 4 4 4

Continuous professional development of employees.



1.4. TASKS AND DUTIES OF THE STATE STATISTICAL OFFICE

The Office, within its competences, performs the following expert activities:
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coordinates the activities of state statistics within the national statistical system;

prepares and prescribes instruments for statistical surveys (methodologies,
guidelines, forms, etc.);

gives opinion to authorised bodies regarding the methodological bases for surveys
under their competence;

gives suggestions and opinions when introducing new and supplementing the
existing data sets that can be used as a source of data for official statistics;

give initiatives and suggestions for improving the contents of existing and new
data sets that are used for statistical surveys in accordance with the law and the
Programme of Statistical Surveys 2018-2022;

cooperates with authorised bodies which, within their competences, conduct
statistical surveys in the area of official statistics;

establishes, keeps and maintains statistical data sets;
prepares national statistical standards;
determines the needs for statistical data;

prescribes organisational and technical measures for protection of confidential
data;

collects and processes statistical data;

performs analysis of statistical data;

stores and disseminates statistical data;

meets international obligations in the area of statistics;

coordinates the transmission of statistical data to international organisations;

performs services in the area of statistics for the needs of data users, on their
request;

popularises statistics;

implements projects in the area of official statistics, independently and in
cooperation with other authorised bodies;

supervises the implementation of the provisions of the Law on State Statistics;

performs other tasks prescribed by the Law on State Statistics and other laws.



15. SUMMARY OF THE SPECIFICITY OF THE STATE STATISTICAL OFFICE

The State Statistical Office is an independent professional organisation whose
competences and scope of work are regulated by the Law on Organisation and Operation
of the State Administration Bodies (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” No.
58/00, 44/02,82/08,167/10 and 51/11) and the Law on State Statistics (“Official Gazette
of the Republic of Macedonia” No. 54/97, 21/07, 51/11, 104/13, 42/14, 192/15, 27/16,
83/18 and 220/18).

In accordance with the Law on State Statistics, the State Statistical Office, on the basis of
scientific methods and knowledge, provides users with data on the economy, demography,
social life, environmental protection and other areas. Official statistical data, presented in
various forms of dissemination, are protected from any kind of influence, and all users
have equal access.

The State Statistical Office is responsible for producing official statistics in the Republic of
Macedonia and, at the same time, is a coordinator of the statistical system in the Republic of
Macedonia.

The State Statistical Office performs its role in cooperation with the authorised bodies in the
statistical system, which are defined in the Five-Year Programme of Statistical Surveys 2018-
2022.

In performing its functions, the State Statistical Office pays special attention to statistical
data confidentiality. Data gathered with statistical surveys or from administrative and other
sources are confidential and are used for statistical purposes only, completely excluding the
possibility of disclosing individual data on natural persons and business entities.

The State Statistical Office is responsible for the coordination of international cooperation in
statistics. International statistical cooperation refers to the application of international
statistical norms and standards in the statistical system of the Republic of Macedonia and the
dissemination of statistical data on the country to European and international statistical and
other organisations.



1.6. STRUCTURE OF THE STATE STATISTICAL OFFICE

The State Statistical Office adopted a new Rulebook on Internal Organisation of the Office
in December 2015 in accordance with its competences defined by law and the Regulation
on Internal Organisation of the State Administration Bodies (“Official Gazette of the
Republic of Macedonia” No. 93/00 and 14/02).

According to the Rulebook, the Office performs its competences through seven sectors and
39 departments, of which 8 are distributed on the territory of the Republic of Macedonia. The
organisational setup of the Office allows optimal management and monitoring of work
processes and human resources management. The Office is managed by a Director appointed
by the Government of the Republic of Macedonia. Serving in an advisory role is the Statistical
Council, composed of 15 members appointed by the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia.

1.7. PRIORITIES AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STATE STATISTICAL OFFICE
For the period 2019-2021, the State Statistical Office defined the following priorities:

f Harmonisation of statistics in accordance with the standards of European
statistics;

Strengthening the coordinating role of the SSO in the national statistical system;
Strengthening the cooperation with providers of data and holders of data sets;

Strengthening the cooperation and communication with users;
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Strengthening the institutional capacity of the State Statistical Office.

1.7.1. Harmonisation of statistics in accordance with the standards of European
statistics

Objectives:

1 Ensuring further alignment of official statistics with the Statistical Requirements
Compendium;

f Providing statistical data to support the process of negotiations of the Republic
of Macedonia for EU membership;

f Data and metadata transmission to Eurostat by using the tools and formats
prescribed by Eurostat;

f Alignment with the revised European Statistics Code of Practice.

Planned deadline for priority realisation: 2021

1.7.2. Strengthening the coordinating role of the SSO in the national statistical
system

Objectives:

f Improving the cooperation with the other authorised bodies in the statistical
system through the Coordination Committee composed of representatives from
the authorised bodies.



§ Strengthening the capacity of authorised bodies for application of the European
Statistics Code of Practice in regular statistical production.

Planned deadline for priority realisation: 2021

1.7.3. Strengthening the cooperation with providers of data and holders of
administrative data sets
Objectives:

1 Greater use of administrative data sources in regular statistical production;

f Improving the eStat system for web-based data collection and gathering
information on its utility for business entities.

f Strengthening the communication with representatives of the business
community in the chambers of commerce.

Planned deadline for priority realisation: 2021

1.7.4. Strengthening the cooperation and communication with users

Objectives:
f Modernising the manner of disseminating statistical data;

{1 Increasing the amount of published data and providing data with longer time
series;

f Carrying out promotional activities for statistical products and services;
f  Analysis of the needs for statistical data and user satisfaction;

f Improving statistical literacy.

Planned deadline for priority realisation: 2021

1.7.5. Strengthening the institutional capacity of the State Statistical Office

Objectives:
7 Continuous improvement of the system for producing statistical data;

7 Development of software applications for supporting the work processes defined
in the Statistical Business Process Model;

 Development and improvement of statistical registers;

f Ensuring continuity in the application of European classifications and standards in
the national statistical system;

! Modernisation of hardware and achieving consistency between the equipment of
the central Office and the regional departments;

f Sustainability and improvement of the software used by the institution in
statistical production;

f Strengthening the capacity of human resources.



Planned deadline for priority realisation: 2021

1.8. OVERVIEW OF ACHIEVED RESULTS OF THE STATE STATISTICAL OFFICE
IN 2017

The planned programmes and expected results for 2017 were defined in the Strategic Plan
2017-2019. The following programmes were defined:
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Sectoral statistics;

Upgrading the statistical infrastructure;

Strengthening the coordination of the national statistical system;
Strengthening the cooperation with users;

Strengthening the cooperation with providers of data and holders of data sets.

1.8.1. In the programme Sectoral statistics, the following sub-programmes were
defined:

Sub-programmes:

T
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Improving the volume and quality of produced statistical data in accordance with
European and international statistical standards;

Publishing quality reports for statistical surveys;

Reducing respondent burden.

Within the defined sub-programmes, activities continued for improving business statistics
and their alignment with European requlations through:

1

Preliminary data on Structural Business Statistics (SBS) for the reference year
2016 were prepared, published on the website of the SSO and transmitted to
Eurostat. For improving the level of compliance with the Regulation on structural
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